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Athol Memorial Hospital CT Accreditation by American College of Radiology

Athol Memorial Hospital is pleased to announce that the American College of Radiology (ACR) has recently accredited the radiology department for CT (computed tomography) accreditation. The ACR’s purpose is to improve the health of patients and society by maximizing the value of radiology and radiologists. Its 34,000 members include radiologists, medical physicists and nuclear medicine physicians. 

The accreditation process took 4-6 months, and was led by Dr. Daniel Kowal, Michelle Munger and Dexter Ross of the AMH Radiology Department. CT involves the acquisition of clinical and phantom images, dose measurements and the submission of scanning protocols. Accreditation, now voluntary, will become mandatory on January 1, 2012 for all providers, such as AMH, that bill for CT and MRI under part B of the Medicare physician fee schedule.

The ACR’s history of accreditation goes back to 1963. In 1987, the ACR introduced its Mammography Accreditation Program. In 1992, the federal government mandated that all mammography facilities be accredited. AMH is accredited in ultrasound and mammography by the ACR. The MRI is accredited through Alliance Imaging. 
The efforts of the AMH Radiology Department further demonstrate the hospital’s mission and passion for high quality services to the communities it serves in the North Quabbin Region. For more information visit the ACR’s website www.acr.org.
